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Member News

ALBION SECTIONS 
SUPPLY SMART 
SYSTEMS FOR 
SHUFFLEBOTTOM

More than 14,000m of cold rolled purlin and rail steelwork 
has been erected in an extension to Smart Systems offices, 
warehouse and manufacturing plant located in Yatton, 
North Somerset.  Custom cold roll forming manufacturer, 
Albion Sections, provided Z-section and accessories to 
specialist steel and cladding contractor Shufflebottom.  
The modern, purpose built 48,000ft² expansion will enable 
Smart Systems to increase production; manufacturing 
extruded sections from raw material. 
The £1.7 million extension, was achieved whilst business 
continued as normal at Smart Systems’ headquarters.  
Geraint Evans, Contracts Manager at Shufflebottom, said: 
“The project has been isolated completely from Smart 
Systems operations except for the connection of the new 
building to the existing one, which was done out of hours 
and at weekends to ensure no impact.” 
The extension comprises of a 4 span portal which contains 
6,000m² of vertical composite cladding and 14,500m² of 
composite cladding to the roof.  The building also has a 
syphonic drainage system, with close to 1,000 linear metres 
of internal pipework. 

COVER-ALL LANDS AT FARNBOROUGH

On the 16th October 1908, Samuel Cody succeeded in 
making what is now regarded as the first powered controlled 
flight in the UK.  To commemorate the centenary of this 
historic event, the Farnborough Air Science Trust (FAST) 
in Surrey created a life-sized replica of the Cody Flyer.  The 
original flight took place on Farnborough Common, near 
the feature known as the “Black Sheds”, on ground now 
overlooked by the FAST Museum.
Some 20 months prior to the anniversary, there was no team, 
no design, no money and nowhere to exhibit the replica.  
However, under the guidance of Dave Wilson, who became 
Project Manager, and a core team of enthusiasts, the Cody 
Flyer project was turned into reality, proving testament to 
the wide range of skills, experience and dedication of the 
team at FAST.
The constraint placed on the structure to house the aircraft 

was that it could not impinge on the surface of the rented 
site.  The foundations were, therefore, designed to be easily 
installed and removed, whilst the interior had to be light 
and airy to show off the exhibit during daylight hours.  
The solution proved to be a steel-framed, membrane-
covered structure (Insert: size) from Cover-All, one of the 
world’s leading manufacturers of temporary and semi-
permanent buildings.  The unit was supplied by Westbrand 
Ltd., of Witney, Oxfordshire, a UK distributor for the 
Canadian manufacturer.
Cover-All buildings comprise a pre-engineered, steel-truss 
frame, which is covered with DuraWeave, the manufacturer’s 
exclusive fabric.  It carries a 15-year warranty and is 
impressively strong: a 3.1m x 3.1m (10ft x 10ft) piece can 
support 14 tons.  The units offer clear-span widths of 6m-
27m (18ft-82ft) and can be supplied in any length.
The structure provides a comfortable environment that can 
be used all-year-round.  Natural light floods in through the 
fabric to provide a pleasant outdoor atmosphere, whilst the 
cover dramatically reduces temperature fluctuations.  The 
building’s peaceful acoustic properties also create a calm 
air. 
The design for the foundations was drawn up by FAST’s 
engineers with the assistance of Westbrand and comprised 
steel base plates weighed down by concrete blocks.
“Many of our visitors have commented favourably on 
the building, both in terms of its structural aspects and 
architectural suitability for the Cody Flyer exhibit.  These 
have included both the general public and professionals who 
have dealt with erecting and fitting-out other temporary 
and semi-permanent structures, such as exhibition halls,” 
said Derek Bracknell of the Cody Flyer Project Team. 
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